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Eumaeus covered him with a great thick mantle, which he kept
laid by to change into when an exceptionally cold spell came on.

So there Odysseus slept, with the young farm-hands beside
him. But the swineherd was not content to sleep there and
desert his boars. On the contrary, he got himself ready for a
night outside, and Odysseus was delighted to see how careful
a steward he was of his absent master's property. He began by
slinging a sharp sword from his sturdy shoulders. He then
wrapped himself in a good thick cloak to keep out the wind,
picked up the fleece of a big full-grown goat, and finally took a
sharp javelin with which to ward off dogs and men. And so he
went off to pass the night where the white-tusked porkers slept,
under an overhanging rock sheltered from the northerly winds.